
























THE IMPORTANCE OF HEALTHY INTERACTION WITH YOUTH 11 

Clear communication. 

If the youth does not speak fluent English: 

• Contact an independent, trusted interpreter and follow the suggested safety guidelines: 

Get the youth's permission to use an interpreter from their community (i.e. Guatemalan 

survivor, Guatemalan interpreter). Often (but not always) traffickers and survivors come 

from the same community /nationality, and survivors may be less willing to share 

information if the interpreter represents that community.

Communication and Accessibility for Youth with Disabilities.

• Ensure all office space is mobility device accessible including the parking lot, office, 

and all other common spaces.

• Ensure all areas and referrals to other spaces are also accessible for users of mobility 

devices.

• Ensure resources such as websites (include photos, text-to-speech features, Braille, 

American Sign Language interpreters).

• You do not need to diagnose a youth with a disabiity, but should assess 

communication accommodation needs through trauma-informed care.

• Please see http://iofa.org/national-trafficking-disabilities-working-group/ for more 

communication tips with youth with disabilities.

• Use person-first language.

• Ask what accommodations the person needs, don't assume you know.

• Don't yell, slow your speech down unless asked.

• Don't be afraid to ask a person to repeat.

• If you can, sit at the person's level, don't hover above them.

• Check and double check understanding of words and concepts.

• Resist temptation to fill in the blanks.

Interpreter and Translator Tips.

• To ensure the interpreter is not allied with the trafficker, do not use children,

neighbors, friends, adults, or anyone present at the scene to interpret.

• Request the interpreter to provide verbatim (word for word) interpretation and

refrain from having side conversations with the victim.

• Explain to the youth the interpreter's role and the confidentiality applied to the

conversation.





















https://victimrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WTSToolkit-Mandatory-Reporting-Obligations-Tool_Complete.pdf
https://victimrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WTSToolkit-Mandatory-Reporting-Obligations-Tool_Complete.pdf
https://victimrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WTSToolkit-Mandatory-Reporting-Obligations-Tool_Complete.pdf
https://victimrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WTSToolkit-Mandatory-Reporting-Obligations-Tool_Complete.pdf


https://www.victimrights.org/sites/default/files/Minors'
https://www.victimrights.org/sites/default/files/Minors'






http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Langua
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Langua
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Langua
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Langua
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Langua
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Langua








http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IOFA-Engaging-Youth-Final.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf
http://iofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dos-and-Donts-of-Trauma-Informed-Language.pdf




















http://www.rainn.org/
http://www.missingkids.com/
http://www.nationalcac.org/
http://www.d2l.org/
http://www.rainn.org/
http://www.missingkids.com/
http://www.nationalcac.org/
http://www.d2l.org/







