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Webinar Hosted by Technical Assistance Partners

IOFA (established in 1999)
• seeks to eliminate human trafficking and 

exploitation of adolescents worldwide
• provides innovative programming and solutions 

to empower and protect young people

Courtney's House (established in 2008) 
• searches for children forced into prostitution
• embraces survivors in a safe environment
• trains community officials
• creates awareness of the reality of 

sex traffickingng

COLLABORATION: 10+ year
TRAINING & TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE: Create and 

implement survivor-led TTA

YOUTH SEX TRAFFICKING: 
Expertise to equip youth-serving 

organizations nationwide with 
improved knowledge and skills to 

address Youth Sex Trafficking (YST).

OVW CYEM GRANTEE SUPPORT: 
Provide accessible, inclusive, 
survivor-led, youth centered, 

trauma 
informed training, resources and 

targeted TTA to OVW 
CYEM grantees (2016-2021; 2023-

2025)



Webinar Learning Objectives

Explore

Explore the 
intersections of youth 
sex trafficking and 
violence against 
women. 

Understand

Understand how 
stalking, sexual 
assault, domestic 
violence, and dating 
violence are 
intertwined with 
youth sex trafficking, 
often co-occurring as 
risk indicators.

Strengthen

Strengthen trauma-
informed frameworks. 
Equip organizations 
with strategies for 
identifying at-risk 
youth and providing 
comprehensive, 
trauma-informed 
support to survivors 
of both YST and VAW.

Recognize

Recognize the role of 
community 
collaboration and 
highlight the 
importance of 
engaging community-
based organizations 
and local agencies in 
efforts to prevent 
violence and support 
survivors.
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Intersection: Human Trafficking & Gender 
Based Violence

Human Trafficking
• A crime involving the exploitation of a 

person for the purposes of compelled labor 
or a commercial sex act through the use of

• force, fraud, and/ or coercion
• Minors (under age 18) involved in 

commercial sex
• Those age 18 or over involved in 

commercial sex via force, fraud, or 
coercion

• Children and adults forced to perform 
labor and/or services in conditions of 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt 
bondage, or slavery, via force, fraud, or 
coercion

Gender Based Violence
• Any harmful act or threat against a person 

or group based on their gender, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or expression. 

• GBV can be physical, sexual, 
psychological, economic, or emotional 
abuse. It can also include threats of abuse

• Based on an imbalance of power and is 
intended to humiliate and make someone 
feel inferior. It can happen anywhere and at 
any time, and can be perpetrated by 
anyone, including family members, intimate 
partners, or strangers



Intersection between HT & GBV is Important

Trafficking is a subset of GBV: Trafficking involves dynamics of power, 
inequality, and human rights that are similar to other types of GBV.

Intimate partner domestic violence and human trafficking (HT) are both 
crimes and human rights violations that deserve the same attention from 
law enforcement and advocacy.

- When we analyze the intersection of domestic violence, sexual assault, 
stallking and human trafficking, we quickly observe how various complex 
patterns of abusive behavior and coercive control can create an 
environment that enables and perpetuates violence.
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Substance 
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Human 
Trafficking
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Child 
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issues





Crimes that can overlap

• It is not always the case that the relationship between a trafficking 
victim and trafficker is a fraud at its inception.

• Trafficking victims often have complex relationships with their 
traffickers based on short or long periods of exploitation.

• A “legitimate” marriage or relationship may devolve into a situation of 
human trafficking.

Human Trafficking Legal Center – 2018



Offenders

A study of 28 adult male offenders arrested for domestic 
trafficking revealed that:

• 71% also had a documented history of IPV

• 64% had a documented history of general violence

• 46% had a documented history of additional sexual violence
(Gotch, 2016)



Self 
Actualization

Self Esteem

Love & 
Belongingness

Safety & Stability

Physiological Needs



Collaboration: Role of Community

Assemble a multidisciplinary 
team

Develop protocols  to enhance 
vic tim safety and improve 

access to services

Create cross-sector 
partnersh ip s to increase 

cap acity

In tegrate a trauma-informed 
response into p olicies , 

procedures , and p ract ices

Adapting practices throughout 
th e c riminal just ice system to 
emp hasize safety and  concern  
for the vict ims over fear an d 

punishment
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